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PLANT A TREE
The best time to plant a tree was 10 years ago, the
second best time is now – or next spring!
Are you interested in planting trees around a house, farmstead,
field or pasture? Planning is underway for the 2021 planting
season.
Conservation tree planting is an important component of
agriculture systems, it improves rural life and enhances wildlife.
The addition of trees for the future to your operation, home or
farmstead adds value and results can be seen within 5 years of
planting.
Planning is a key component to a successful tree planting. Staff
will work with you to determine your
goals, what species will do well in
the soils you have and design a
planting to meet your needs. The
District can also complete the site
preparation, the second most
important item in a successful
planting. Well prepped soil allows
young bare root trees to get
established and improves
survivability.
Reach out to us today to begin
planning your planting for the future!
Well prepared soil increases
tree survival rates.
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2021 Tree Planting Prices:
Trees, Planting and Weed
Barrier: $1.40/ft
Site Preparation: $75.00/hr
Year two tree planting with
proper maintenance.
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WATERSHED NOTES
Solar-powered Water Delivery Systems
Do you need livestock water but do not have access to rural water hookup or electric
service? A solar well may be a good solution for you and it can be economic too.
By providing your livestock an alternate clean water source, you can add additional rotation to your
grazing and get better forage utilization. You will also be doing your part to protect and improve water
quality by moving livestock away from streams and ponds as their only water source. Solar-powered
water delivery systems allow you to put water where you need it most.
Typical systems include a well, solar-powered pump, tanks and can be designed to run from a
generator or batteries for those few Mercer County rainy days.
If you reside within the Goodman Creek Watershed, you may be eligible for cost-share. Cost-share
assistance is provided at a sixty percent (60%) Federal and forty percent (40%) landowner matching
ratio. Livestock watering systems must be part of a grazing system and may only be used for
livestock.
Other opportunities for cost-share of Best Management Practices (BMPs) include cover crop, nutrient
management, manure management, fencing, grass seeding and more. Let Mercer County Soil
Conservation District help you design your system. There are no costs for design and engineering
services.
Contact info@mercercountyscd.org or call 701-873-2101 ext. 3 for additional information.

Rangeland Oasis: Well with a single-panel solar-powered pump, and two fiberglass tanks with enough storage for three
days. Photo Mark Johannes
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TREES IN THE NEWS
Viburnum Nannyberry
Nanny berry is a shrub native to North Dakota in the understory
of timbered areas. It is a shade and cold tolerant species with a
moderate growth rate, that can survive loamy to sandy loam
soils up to USDA Cold Hardiness Zone 2. Although nannyberry
has treelike characteristics, its maximum height is around 14 feet
in sunny open areas, and it does produce suckers which puts it
firmly in the shrub category. However, if pruned and maintained,
it can take the appearance of a small tree.
The attractiveness of Nannyberry comes from its flower display
and fall color. In late spring, nannyberry flower clusters of a
creamy-white hue will appear. Once pollinated, these flowers will
form into bunches of fruit that will turn blue to black in color and
mature in late summer. These fruits are edible and can be eaten
raw or made into jams or jellies. The fruits are also attractive to
many birds and wildlife species. A downside of this tree is that its
fruit, when overripe can smell like wet sheep wool as seen in
one of its common names, “sheepberry”. When fall comes
around, nannyberry produces a red to maroon fall color that
make it an eye catcher until it loses its leaves for the winter.
Nannyberries’ nature makes it a prime specimen tree or an
attractive row in a windbreak or visual screen. In North Dakota,
the tree has one known pest species, a powdery mildew fungus.
Under wet conditions the fungus can be evident on the leaves
but won’t kill the tree. In short, nannyberry is an attractive shrub
that can take the role of a specimen short tree or as part of a
functioning windbreak with a flower, fruit, and fall foliage display.

Stunning red/maroon fall foliage
makes this shrub a standout.

Edible fruits can be enjoyed raw or
as jams or jellies.
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Nannyberry offers white clusters of flowers
in the spring.
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NEWS & NOTEWORTHY
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program = EQIP

USDA Service Center Remodel
Visitors to the SCD, NRCS, FSA and Mercer
County Extension offices will notice changes
beginning to happen in September.

You may be asking what is EQIP and how do I sign
up? EQIP is a voluntary conservation program,
which offers farmers and ranchers a tool to address
their natural resource concerns

The USDA Service Center is going through a
remodel! The FSA offices will be impacted the most
as a new wall and entrance are being built; while
the SCD/NRCS and Extension offices will be
receiving a fresh coat of paint and new flooring over
the next few months.

Who is Eligible for EQIP? To be eligible you must
be engaged in livestock or agricultural production,
have an interest in the farming operation
associated with the land being offered for
enrollment, and have control of the land for the
length of the contract.

Access may be through a different entrance at
times and staff may be working out of different
areas during construction. We’ll be here to serve
our customers throughout the construction.

What is the first step in applying for EQIP? The
first step is to contact our office so we can discuss
your ideas. We need to make a field visit so we can
identify your resource concerns and find ways to
address them.

2021 Hand Plant Tree Orders
Coming!

What practices are eligible for EQIP? Many
structural, vegetative, and management practices
are eligible. Eligible Livestock Practices include:
Wells, Tanks, Cross Fencing, Pipelines, Pasture &
Hayland Seedings, and Ag Waste Systems.
Cropland Practices include: Incentives for
converting to a No-Till System, Salinity
Management, and Irrigation System Conversions.

Are you interested in receiving our 2021 Hand Plant
Tree Order form? Get on our mailing list – we’ll
send you a copy the old-fashioned way – or send
us your email and we’ll send you an electronic
copy!
Call the office today at 701-873-2101 ext. 3 or
email us at mcscd@westriv.com.

How am I accepted into the program? Since the
requests for EQIP contracts outweigh available
funding, EQIP applicants compete through a
ranking system. The application is ranked on how
well it will optimize environmental benefits.
How long does a contract last? Generally, EQIP
contracts are 2 to 4 years in length. A contract will
last one year after the last cost-shared practice is
completed.
If you have any question about EQIP or other
conservation practices, please feel free to stop in or
call our office at 873-2101 Ext. 3

Photo Brian Kerns

September 7 – Labor Day, Office Closed
September 14 – Board Meeting & Final
Budget Hearing – 7am
October 12 – Columbus Day, Office Closed

All MCSCD programs and services are available to all people regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status or handicap.
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